Activity of anthraquinonic and naphthoquinonic compounds on oral bacteria.
The activity of anthraquinonic compounds and naphthoquinones was tested by micromethods against oral bacteria. The more significant results were obtained with naphthoquinones. Plumbagin, juglone and lawsone possess a wide spectrum of activity. The lowest MIC values were observed with plumbagin and the combination of juglone and lawsone results in a synergism against cariogenic bacteria. Among the eight anthraquinonic compounds investigated only rhein showed significant antimicrobial properties. Results obtained could suggest the use of rhein and plumbagin alone or juglone and lawsone combined for treatment of oral infectious diseases.